REGISTRY OF DEEDS (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 20 April 1863 \—f 0T > 

y 

A COPY “of any recent Communication to the Treasury from the 
Registrar of Deeds, &c. in Ireland, relative to such Changes in the Law as 
are necessary to facilitate the Business of the Registration of Deeds 
Office in Dublin.” 



Whitehall Treasury Chambers, 1 
21 April 1863 . j 



F. PEEL. 



Registrar of Deeds Office, Dublin, 
Sir, ^ _ 9 April 1863. 

I beg to transmit herewith duplicate of Return, respecting this Office, ordered 
by the House of Commons on 2d March ultimo. I have forwarded the Return 
also to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, as desired. 

I am happy to acquaint you that, with the assistance of the 30 extra clerks 
sanctioned by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury last Novem- 
ber, the arrears of transcripts are now all cleared off to the 25th March ultimo. 
I have accordingly discharged these 30 clerks. 

I must apprise you that the pressure of business is at present such, that none 
of the clerks can be spared from their other duties to make transcripts of the 
in-coming memorials ; nor have we been able to make significant progress with 
the comparisons of the transcripts, which from the vast number to be compared, 
close upon 50,000, will for a long time occupy any of the permanent clerks 
whom we can detach from other occupations. 

I think it would be useless to attempt comparing the mass of memorials from 
1785 to 1814, 217,482 in number, which, as explained in my Return to the 
House of Commons, 25th July 1861, do not appear to have been compared. 

It will be necessary to keep on the other class of 13 extra clerks for some time 
longer, so as to prevent an arrear of the transcripts. These clerks are paid out 
of the funds of the Office, and are barely sufficient to transcribe the accruing 
memorials. 

A recent regulation of the Landed Estates Court obliges a full copy of the 
conveyances which pass through that Court to be registered, instead of a 
memorial. Some of these instruments contain from 50 to 100 folios, and one 
was registered lately which contains no less than 980 folios. The number of 
memorials of general deeds has largely increased. In the year 1843 the number 
of deeds registered was 5,662, or 18 deeds per day. In the year ending 1862 
the number of deeds received was 12,501, or at the rate of 40 per day. All 
these circumstances, in addition to a variety of other demands, have concurred 
to produce increased pressure upon the Transcribing, Abstracting, and Indexing 
Departments ; and we have yet about one-fourth of the volumes of the Conso- 
lidated Indexes of Names, 1850 — 1859, to engross upon parchment and check 
for use. 

I have the satisfaction also to inform you that the Day Book, Abstract Book, 
the current Indexes of Names and Lands, Negative-search Record Books, with 
the index of these latter, along with the transcripts of memorials, are now all 
entered up to the latest possible moment ; and there is no actual arrear in the 
current business of the Office except as to some books, chiefly some duplicates, 
the want of which, however, does not retard the business of the Office, dupli- 
cates never being used in making the official searches, but kept only as precau- 
tion, and these duplicates may be written up as opportunity allows. 
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I mentioned in my letter of 2d December 1857 that the cost of keeping the 
records of negative searches, including the parchment books, had been nearly 
3,0007 ; while the return to the Office upon the attested copies of these negative 
searches, and the dockets of search, had to that time been only 107 16*. id. 
The cost up to the present, and the returns, are m similar proportion. 

The searches also are well forward, the number unmade not on the increase, 
and I expect that ere long the number on hands will not be more than what 
are necessary to supply the searching staff. As I mentioned through my former 
correspondence, many of the searches are not immediately required, and it has 
therefore always been the usage to consult the public convenience by giving 
preference to those searches which are represented as being the most pressingly 

X perceive that in the interval since last Session, public opinion has changed 
considerably with regard to the expediency of the very serious changes proposed 
by the Assurances Registration (Ireland) Bill. My own experience of the Office 
confirms me in the opinion, that it does not require serious changes, which 
would create much risk, and would he found no improvement upon its system 
now established more than a century and a half, familiar to the public, and 
proved in practice during that long period, to be simple, safe, and sufficient tor 
its purposes, and, as stated in the memorial of the Incorporated Society of 
Attorneys and Solicitors of Ireland to the House of Commons last Session, 
“ has been conducted so as to' secure public confidence, and that instances of 
errors or omissions in the certificates on searches issued from that Office, whereby 
any individual, purchaser, or creditor has sustained loss or injury, are un- 

' Any* delays or difficulties latterly experienced in working the Office were 
temporary, and chargeable, not to the system of the registry, but to unforeseen 
and unusual pressure by the operations of the Incumbered Estates Court prin- 
cipally, and the impossibility of adapting the power of the Office, all at once, to 
meet the pressure. With reasonable help, the Office will soon get righted and 
work with perfect satisfaction, without the necessity of disturbing its safe and 
simple basis. There is only wanted power to my Lords to sanction improve- 
ments for simplifying some of its operations and to dispense with useless work 
prescribed by Acts of Parliament, as pointed out in my former letters, and the 
suggestions from this Office in the papers printed last Session, on motion of 
Captain Stackpoole, m.p., save that the plan of Lands Index referable to the 
Ordnance Survey was proposed, believing that the intention to base the 
Registry upon that Survey would have been then adopted by . the Legislature. 
I have every reason to believe, however, that the grave objections and difficul- 
ties in the way of confining the Registry to the Ordnance names of the lands 
cannot he overcome. 



George Alexander Hamilton, Esq., 
&,c. &c. &c- 

Treasury, London. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Morgan O' Connell, 

Registrar. 
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REGISTKY OF DEEDS (IRELAND). 



relative to Much Changes ill the Law as are 
Registration of Dbbds Office in Dublin. 



( Sir Edu'ard Groff an.) 



24 April 1863. 
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